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INTRODUCTION

Pharmacists, as most available healthcare professionals
(HCP) play a pivotal role in providing, advising and
giving the pharmacy care for patient when dispensing
cannabis-based products.

The aim of this study was the evaluation of knowledge,
attitudes and experiences of consumers as well as
community pharmacists when dispensing cannabis and
cannabis-based preparations for medical use in the
Republic of North Macedonia.
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CONCLUSION

- Both pharmacists and patients increasingly believe in the cannabis-based preparations and they even are offered as
therapy of choice for certain medical conditions. Many consumers use cannabis-based preparations outside the
approved indications accepted and recommended by the scientific communities and regulatory bodies.

- There is inevitable need for further education of the HCP, that will be actively involved in the process of consumer
cancelling for the risks and benefits of using cannabis for medical purposes.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

In a period of three mounts, survey questionaries for medical
use of cannabis and cannabis-based preparation with multiple
choice answers scored from 1-5 by Likert scale (19 questions for
pharmacists and 15 questions for users) were prepared and
distributed among the mentioned target groups randomly
selected on the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The overall survey in this study included a total of 277 respondents from all over the territory of the Republic of North
Macedonia (133 community pharmacists and 144 consumers of different cannabis preparations).

Both pharmacists and patients increasingly believe in cannabis-based preparations and they are often a therapy of
choice for certain medical conditions.

Pharmacists mainly indicate that the number of patients who are interested in these kinds of preparations is increasing
weekly and that many of them decide to take the preparation by their recommendation.

Consumers with different medical condition, especially those with cancer and chronic pain, use cannabis products
more often, due to the increased public perception for cannabis.
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